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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



Amendment to quarantine regulations. 

CIRCULAR. 

[Department Circular No. 14, 1908. Bureau of Public Health and Marine-Hospital 

Service.] 

Treasury Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, March 4-, 1908. 
To National, State, and local quarantine officers, collectors of customs, 

shipowners and agents, and others concerned: 

Paragraph 68 (c), quarantine regulations of 1903, as previously 
amended, is hereby changed to read as follows: 

Paragraph 68 (c): If arriving at a port south of the southern 
boundar} 7 of Maryland in the season of close quarantine, April 1 to 
November 1, directly or via a northern port, from a tropical American 
port, unless said port is known to be free from yellow fever. 

The effect of this amendment is to cause the close quarantine season 
to begin April 1 instead of March 15, with regard to vessels from 
ports known or suspected of being infected with yellow fever, and 
arriving at southern ports, either direct or via northern ports. 

Geo. B. Cortelyou, 

Secretary. 

request for fleas for identification, and for information rela- 
tive to local species of fleas, rats, and mice. 

To officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, health 

officers, and physicians: 

Reference has previously been made in the Public Health Reports 
(December 13, 1907, p. 1799) to the investigations of the British 
Plague Commission in India. These investigations have established 
the fact that plague may be transmitted from one animal to another 
by means of the flea ; and it appears that this is the common method 
of transmission of plague among animals, and from them to man. 
The species most used in the experiments of the commission is the 
common Indian rat flea, known as Pulex cheopis. This flea appears 
to be identical with the common rat fleas found in Australia and 
the Philippine Islands, known in the former country as Pulex pal- 
lidus, in the latter as Pulex philippinensis. 

The transmission of plague is a subject of much importance at the 
present time, and knowledge of the species of rats and fleas in the 
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